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COMMUNITY HOUSE #2
NEW HARMONY, INDIANA
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This building wag built in 1822 by .the fol-

lowera of George Rapp, the German, who,after

living in Pennsylvanig for a few vears after
his arrival in this country from Burope, es-
tablished the community of Harmony in 1814,
The two leading principles that the Rappites
early put into practice were community of in-
terests and the adherence to celibaoy; and
this building was originally designed and used
ags a community rooming house.

In 1824, Rohert Owen of New Lanark, Scotland,
bought the dommunity of Harmony from the
Rappites and named the gettlement New Harmonv.
The building in 1826 housed the boarding
gchool of Jogeph Neef and Mme. Fretageot,which
wag 8ponsored hy William MeClure, a friend of
science,

Jogeph Neef, a dieciple of Pastalozzi, intro-
dnced here the first trade achool, night school,
infant school and co-sducational school in this
country, and at one time had about one hundred
students. The tuition,which was one hundred
($100.00) dollars a year, inclunded schooling,
board, clothing and medical attention. When the
svstem was installed, dome of the partitions
were removed and dormitorlee and tesachers' rooms
formed.,

In 1840 Jane Dale Owen (Mrs, Wguntleroy} taught
music, harp, piano, and langusges hersa.

Later the building: was used as a tavern where
Judge Wattles served =8 host, alao George ¥lower,
the disavpointed founder of the Tllinois settle-
ment, for whom it was called the Tlower Housge.

Prom 1830 until recently it was owned bv four

generations of Fretagebts, who used 1t for a store
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and living quarters, during which time the
interior was remodeled considerably, and the
front porch and sheds at side and rear an-
nexed. In 1930 it wag purchased by Miss Rachel
Homer Fauntleroy, a charter member of "The
Minerva." Migs Panntleroy ie maintaining it

ag a community building and museum. The D.A.P,,
G.A.R., Bov Scoutz, and a loeal fraternity have
headquarters in the bunilding. A feature of the
musaum is an old Washington printing press, in-
vented by Jogiah Warren in good operating con-
dition.

The above information was obtained from booklets
published st New Harmony, and data on the orig-
inal plan was obtained from ifigs Rachel homer
Fanutleroy and Charles Stater, both lifetime res-'
o _ idents of Hew Harmonv, the latter former publish-
- O er of the New Harmony Register.
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